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The Peculiarity of Revival

“Revival is a sovereign, sudden, selected, sensational
operation of the Spirit of God, descending in the midst of
prayer, which produces purity and reaches the perishing.”
—Ken Connolly

“Prayer has been spoken of as that moment when earth kisses
Heaven. This is an expressive way of indicating the precious
fellowship we have with our Father above. . . . And what is
revival but Heaven kissing earth with its richest blessing? In
prayer, we draw nigh to God. In revival, God draws
near to the church and to the world.”
—George A. Palmer

“Revival equals a fresh encounter with the living Christ.”
—NMichael Vaughan

The topic of revival is of profound importance in our day. The late-
ness of the hour coupled with the impotence of contemporary Chris-
tianity press upon us the desperate need for a divine visitation.

All kinds of things pop into the minds of Christians when they hear
the word revival. Many think the word revival is merely another
name for a series of special meetings. Others associate revival with
a large number of people getting saved. For others the word con-
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“The hammer of His
Word and the chisel
of His grace are
used by the hands of
Him whose hands
were once transfixed
for our benefit on
Calvary’s cross.”
—F.E. Marsh
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jures mental images of people doing strange things such as barking
like dogs, laughing like hyenas, or convulsing uncontrollably. Still
others relegate revival to a bygone era when God actively worked in
a widespread, powerful way.

At the outset, therefore, it’s necessary to define the term revival. As
stated in George Palmer’s opening quote, revival is when Heaven
kisses earth. It’s a season when God’s nearness overshadows all
earthly considerations, and the awareness of God is so overwhelm-
ingly real that nothing else matters.

A man saved during the throes of a revival movement in the Scot-
tish Highlands testified, “Something touched me where words failed
to reach me.” An unexplainable force got through to his heart when
reason and logic failed. The days of heaven on earth profoundly
touch believers at the living level of their lives, and ultimately, it
spills over when the unsaved are converted.

The Meaning of Revival

The psalmist cried, “Wilt thou not revive us again” (Ps. 85:6, em-
phasis added). The primary meaning of the word revival in the Old
Testament is “to recover,” “to restore,” and “to return” to God and
His standard. The Greek word for revival means “to stir up or rekin-
dle a fire, which is slowly dying” or “to keep in full flame.” The
prefix re- stands for “again,” and vive means “life.” Simply put,
revival means “life again.” Jesus identified Himself as “the life” in
John 14:6, so revival could actually be taken to mean “Jesus again.”
Vance Havner summed up the term when he said, “Revival is the
church falling in love with Jesus all over again.”

The concept of revival is primarily associated with giving life to
God’s people, no matter how feeble that life may be. Reviving
something that is dead is impossible, but existing life can be revital-
ized. For example, the world cannot be revived because it is “dead
in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1).

Revival, as a church-word that applies only to God’s people, de-
notes resuscitation, rekindling, and restoration. “Wilt thou not re-
vive us” refers to those people already in a covenant relationship
with God who have suffered an eclipse in their obedience. Revival
is God’s gracious arousing of His slumbering saints and returning
them to Spirit-filled living.

Though revival directly affects only God’s people, its implications
impact nonbelievers as well. The powerful overflow of revival that
results in the conversion of a sizeable number of people is known as
an awakening. An awakening is the result of God’s power being un-
leashed through His revived church. A study of historic revivals re-
veals that many people came to saving faith in Christ in the wake of
revival. But let me be clear—evangelism isn’t revival but its out-
come.
(continued on next page)

Our Schedule

® QOctober 23-25
Boones Creek Bible Church
Johnson City, TN

®  (QOctober 30-31
Couples’ Advance
Lancaster, PA

e November 8-11
Thomas Terrace Baptist Ch.
Lynchburg, VA

® November 13-15
Couples Retreat with First
Baptist Church of Whitsett
Pigeon Forge, TN

® November 22-25
Grace Bible Church
Greencastle, PA

® January 3, 2016
Good News Baptist
Roanoke, VA

® January 8-10, 2016
First Baptist Ch of Kingstowne
Alexandria, VA

® January 28-30, 2016
Men’s Prayer Advance
Roanoke, VA

® February 28, 2016
Brookside Baptist Church
Brookfield, WI

all the wayi
—William Tiptaft/
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“l thought you would be
encouraged to hear a few
testimonies from the
MPA. No doubt many
have been severely test-
ed while facing giants. Be
encouraged that grace
means innumerable sec-
ond chances!”

“I thoroughly enjoyed
each service and God
refreshed my soul. For
several years | have
thought of attending and
now that | have | can’t
wait to come again.”

“God worked in my life
and showed me things
that | really want to ac-
complish for Jesus. |
have been very passive
to my conviction. Four
years ago, a pastor friend
invited me to come and |
have been attending eve-
ry year. Praise God for
HIS Grace in my life.”

“I can never fully express
my gratitude for the La-
dies Prayer Advance!!!
The ladies' Advance has
been the most MAJOR
SPIRITUAL MILE-
STONE in my life as a
pastor's wifel! | have
been taken to a whole
new level in my devotion-
al & prayer life thanks to
the Advance.”

As I’ve said, in many people’s minds the term revival, unfortunate-
ly, is synonymous with holding special meetings, which may pro-
duce new converts but leave the congregation unchanged and un-
moved. Experiencing evangelism without revival is possible, but
revival always produces evangelistic zeal. When a person’s heart is
in tune with heaven, he will be like the Master and “seek . . . to save
that which was lost” (Lk. 19:10).

Arthur Wallis sheds light on this subject. “Revival is God revealing
Himself to man in awful holiness and irresistible power. It is God’s
method to counteract spiritual decline and to create spiritual mo-
mentum in order that His redemptive purposes might be accom-
plished on earth.”

A fresh encounter with the living Christ brings a baptism of com-
passion to revived souls.

The Source of Revival

Notice Who the psalmist appealed to—“Wilt thou not revive us
again” (Ps. 85:6, emphasis added). He appealed directly to the Lord
not with a request for help but with a prayer that God would person-
ally intervene. Gardiner Spring said, “Revivals are always spurious
when they are got up by man’s device and not brought down by the
Spirit of God.” When Heaven kisses earth, it exposes stunts, gim-
micks, showmanship, and entertainment for what they are.

In Genesis God “breathed into [Adam’s] nostrils the breath of life;
and man became a living soul” (2:7). Adam’s body was only a life-
less clay pot until God animated him. The breath of life, which
comes directly from God, is a force consisting of desires, drives,
and appetites. God’s breath brought life to Adam. Man did not
evolve; the Creator, who is the only source of life, created him. Just
as God is the starting place of life, He is the reanimating life Giver
through revival.

That wonderful prophecy of Israel’s rebirth in Ezekiel 37 illustrates
this point. The hand of the Lord carried the prophet Ezekiel into a
valley and told him to prophesy to “very dry” bones. When Ezekiel
preached, the bones came together with “noise” and “shaking.”
Flesh appeared on the bones, but they still lacked breath. “Then said
he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say
to the wind, Thus saith the Lord God; Come from the four winds, O
breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live. So I proph-
esied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and
they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great ar-
my” (Ezek. 37:9-10).

Sadly, scores of church congregations are as lifeless as these dry

bones. Only God can bring life again to those who once enjoyed His

presence and power. Only Jesus, who raised Lazarus from the dead,
(continued on next page)



O to grace how
great a debtor
Daily I'm con-
strained to be!
Let Thy goodness,
like a fetter
Bind my wandering
heart to Thee.
Prone to wander—
Lord, | feel it—
Prone to leave the
God | love;
Here's my heart—O
take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy
courts above.

From “Come, Thou Fount
of Every Blessing” by Rob-
ert Robinson (1735-1790)

“I find then a law, that,
when | would do good,
evil is present with me.
For | delight in the law
of God after the inward
man: But | see another
law in my members,
warring against the law
of my mind, and bring-
ing me into captivity to
the law of sin which is

in my members.” (Rom
7:21-23)

has the power to resurrect those who have flat-lined spiritually.
A fresh encounter with the living Christ energizes sluggish be-
lievers.

The Object of Revival

“Wilt thou not revive us again” (Ps. 85:6, emphasis added). The
psalmist petitioned God for himself and his associates, asking
God to grant new life again. From this verse we learn that pray-
er is the means of revival, God is the source of revival, and we
are the object of revival.

Robert Coleman said, “Revival is that strange and sovereign
work of God in which He visits His own people, restoring, re-
animating, and releasing them into the fullness of His bless-
ings.” Chapter Four, “The Parameters of Revival,” offers a de-
scription of the five levels of revival. The scope may vary, but
revival is nothing less than a fresh encounter with the living
Christ.

For God to work in our hearts, a “breaking up” of the hardened
soil must come first. One person said, “We are trapped in a
shell of self.” To escape this prison of self, this breaking must
occur. Once this shell is broken and the heart is sensitized, the
next step is the “breaking down” of our resistance. With hin-
drances swept aside, a “breaking through” in prayer comes
next. We’re not even capable of praying on our own, “for we
know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit
itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot
be uttered” (Rom. 8:26). At this stage praying in the Spirit be-
comes possible.

The culmination is the anticipated “breaking in” of the Holy
Spirit in power. One explanation of revival is a “divine disrup-
tion.” A God-focus replaces a preoccupation with self. God de-
livers those revived from the bondage of self-centeredness and
releases them to the fullness of a God-centered life.

Yes, we are the objects of revival. After God revives us, He in
turn is able to work through us. J. Edwin Orr defined revival as
“a movement of the Holy Spirit bringing about a revival of
New Testament Christianity in the church of Christ and its re-
lated community.”

From “Revival in Our Time: Outside the Box—Inside the
Book!” (Chapter 1) By Harold Vaughan - available from our web

page.

“To be Little with God is to be Little for
God."—E.M. Bounls


http://www.christlifemin.org/home/shop/books#revivalinourtimeoutsidetheboxinsidethebook

Prayer & Praise Contact Us
e Wisdom in preparing for upcoming Advances A Y e
e Physical strength PO Box 399

e Moving of God at the Couples’ Advance Vinion, VA 24175

(540) 890-6100

o Praise for a great first Men’s Prayer Advance-West and
good meetings in mid-west churches info@christlifemin.org

e Travel mercies for remaining meetings this fall Ve s G T el

www.christlifemin.org

Family News

e As this newsletter is being published, Debbie and Harold are starting home from one of
the most memorable mid-western trips in quite a while. First, just as they were getting
ready to leave, Harold was diagnosed with diverticulosis. On the way out, the truck ex-
perienced mechanical problems and had to be left in Paducah, KY for a major repair
which necessitated unexpected flying and rental cars. After a great first MPA-West in
Denver, Harold started having facial numbness and overall weakness and had to visit
the emergency room. A CT scan indicated a stroke but the MRI did not show a stroke!
We praise God for this good news! The truck was picked up and they continued on
with the mid-west meetings. Harold continues to experience sever physical weakness
which will have to be further investigated. On top of all that, the server in the office
when down and the basement in their house flooded. God is our provider and protec-
tor! We are expecting great things for the rest of this fall!!

Looking Ahead

e Couples Advance — Register today to join us in beautiful Lancaster, PA at the Hil-
ton DoubleTree Resort for this year’s Advance on October 30-31. Our speakers will be
Tom & Patty Palmer and Craig & Karen Scott.

e Men’s Prayer Advance 2016 — It’s not too early to secure your spot for the Men’s
Advance on January 28-30, 2016.

e Ladies’ Prayer Advance 2016 — Make plans now for another great Ladies’ Advance
at the Tanglewood Holiday Inn on March 17-19, 2016.

“There is no medicine like hope, no incentive so great, and no tonic so powerful as

expectation of something better tomorrow.” —Qrison Marden
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Each of these books provide 365 devotionals to challenge
and inspire you. In “Deep Fire” you will explore a new
theme each day that is expounded with the words of wise
teachers and faithful Christians from the past and present.
“Our Family Time with God” and the sequel “My Family
Time with God” will help you and your family draw closer
MY, ot to the Lord and grow in your love for one another. These

‘ FAMI%X books would make great gifts and tremendous additions to

.TIME,GOP your family library. (click on the books for more infor-

mation)

[
HAROLD D.

Any 3 for ‘ ’ Buy any three books in any combination for $30 (plus $4
$30 .;AKOL%’"S"G:‘UG.;AN shipping). You MUST call our office at 540-890-6100 to

(plus S&H) obtain this special pricing.
This offer is good until Dec. 31, 2015.

A new Bible
would make a A. W. Tozer Bible - KJV
u This unique volume features over 500 key se-

great g |ft for a lections and teachings carefully drawn from

more than 40 of Tozer's writings.
friend or CLICK HERE for more information.
Price = $35 (includes shipping)

family

Matthew Henry Study Bible - KJV

The Matthew Henry Study Bible blends his inspira-
tional notes with a full-featured KJV Bible, to enable
readers to benefit from the simple piety and no-
nonsense application of the biblical lessons that are
the enduring legacy of his writings.

CLICK HERE for more information.

Price =» $39 (includes shipping)

HOLY BIBLE

ou can order these bibles from our website or you can call our office
at 540-890-6100 to place your order.
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